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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) socio-economic circumstance of layer hen
farmer groups (2) layer hen production, marketing circumstance of layer hen farmers (3) management of
layer hen farmer groups (4) opinions of group members toward management of layer hen farmer groups
(5) problems and suggestions for layer hen production and management of layer hen farmer groups.

The population was 4 groups of layer hen farmers numbering 80 farmers. Data was collected by
interview and group conversation. Data was analyzed by computer programs using descriptive statistics
which were percentage, mean and standard deviation.

From the research results, it was discovered as follows. (1) Most of the layer hen farmer groups
were male with the average age at 48.33 years. They completed primary education level. Their average
number of household member was 3.67 persons. Their average farming area was 4.35 rai without
certificate of ownership. Their roles in community, mostly they were community committee. Their
average income from raising layer hen was less then 2,000 baht/month. In the past two years, most of
them attended the training on raising layer hen for 2 times. The labor for raising layer hen was mainly by
their family members. Farmers were in debts from loan by the village fund or the savings group at the
most. (2) The main reason for them to raise layer hen was they thought it would be good income. Layer
hen feeding was found by convenience food. Protection and disease control was done by vaccine for
some times. Market for sale was selling most to their neighbors. (3) From group management, their
overall opinion toward the group management was at medium level. Overall satisfaction towards the
group management and benefit gained from group setting was at high level. (4) Members of the layer
hen framer groups there is satisfaction in the management groups and benefit from the high level group
meeting (5) Problems were layer hen farmers lacked of knowledge about the right way to raise layer hen,
focusing too much on benefit, high cost of food for layer hen, medicine and medical equipment, as a
result high cost of production accordingly. Farmers were not aware of the significance of group setting.
They did not understand their roles. They did not have any bargaining power with big companies due to
incomplete production system. In consequence, production was not sufficient and even poor quality in
some cases. The farmer groups, therefore would like government agency to organize a training providing
them with continued knowledge and at the same time to raise awareness on self- responsibility with
contribution to the group members as well as to find more markets for them.

Keywords: Raising Layer Hen by Farmers Management of Layer Hen Farmer
Groups Nan Province
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